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IWVGA ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Memorandum

TO: IWVGA Board Members DATE: June 21, 2018
Revised June 18, 2018

FROM: James Worth, IWVGA Staff

SUBJECT: Groundwater Extraction Fees to Finance Development and Adoption of a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan and IWVGA Administrative Costs

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT

The “Sustainable Groundwater Management Act” (“SGMA”) became effective January 1, 2015.
In essence, SGMA requires local agencies with water supply, water management or land use
responsibilities as well as federal governmental entities overlying a groundwater basin to form
Groundwater Sustainable Agencies (“GSAs”) for the purpose of achieving groundwater
sustainability through the adoption and implementation of Groundwater Sustainability Plans
(“GSPs”) for the basin. The IWV basin is designated as a high priority basin in critical overdraft
and is required to prepare a Groundwater Sustainability Plan by January 2020.

The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (“"Authority') was formed and serves as the
exclusive GSA for the IWV Basin. Kern County, San Bernadino County, Inyo County, the City
of Ridgecrest and the Indian Wells Valley Water District serve as voting members of the GSA.
The Navy and the Bureau of Land Management are non-voting members of the GSA. The GSA
is presently developing the GSP required by SGMA to achieve groundwater sustainability. A
sustainable groundwater basin will benefit all water users, including but not limited to,
eliminating and/or reducing an unreasonable lowering of groundwater levels and groundwater
storage and water quality degradation.

It should be noted that failure to adopt a GSP by January 31, 2020 may lead to the State Water
Resources Control Board ("Board") designating the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin
("IWV _Basin") as a probationary basin and authorizing the Board to adopt an interim plan
including, but not limited to, identification of actions necessary to correct a condition of long-
term overdraft, restrictions on groundwater extractions and the allocation, administration and
collection of fees.

DISCUSSION

On January 18, 2018, the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (“IWVGA”) Board
of Directors (“Board”) directed IWVGA staff to develop a fee proposal to finance the
development and adoption of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”). The Board directed
that the fee be based on volumetric usage of groundwater and be imposed on Groundwater
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Extractors, with the exception of de minimis extractors.*

At subsequent IWVGA board meetings, staff presented updated concepts of the
extraction fee based on Board direction and public comment. Following the March board
meeting, a board workshop was held on April 5, 2018 to provide the public with the opportunity
to address the Board on the proposed fee. Following the Board workshop, staff continued to
refine the extraction fee proposal to address comments made at the workshop. The following is
staff’s recommendation on how to implement the fee. The elements of the proposed
groundwater extraction fee identified by staff are as follows:

Authority to Impose Fees:

Staff recommends the IWVGA Board adopt a fee pursuant to California Water Code
Section 10730 (“Section 10730”), which was enacted through the California Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”). Section 10730 grants a Groundwater Sustainability
Agency (“GSA”) the authority to impose a groundwater extraction fee. Section 10730(a) states
in part as follows:

(@ A groundwater sustainability agency may impose fees, including, but
not limited to, permit fees and fees on groundwater extraction or other
regulated activity, to fund the costs of a groundwater sustainability
program, including, but not limited to, preparation, adoption, and
amendment of a groundwater sustainability plan, and investigations,
inspections, compliance assistance, enforcement, and program
administration, including a prudent reserve.

In addition, Water Code Section 10725(a) authorizes the IWVGA to “perform any act
necessary or proper to carry out the purposes of this part [SGMA].

Public Engagement:

Before imposing a fee, a GSA shall hold a public meeting, “at which oral or written
presentations may be made” (Section 10730(b)). The GSA must provide notice prior to the
meeting, pursuant to California Government Code Section 6066, including the time and place of
the public meeting, “a general explanation of the matter to be discussed and a statement that the
data required by this section is available.” Id. At least 20 days prior to the meeting, the GSA
“shall make available to the public data upon which the proposed fee is based. Id. After the
public meeting, the fee shall be imposed or increased “only by ordinance or resolution.”

Although Section 10730 only requires the IWVGA to hold a public meeting, a Board
workshop was held on April 5, 2018. In addition, the draft Data Package upon which the
proposed fee is based was made available to the public on March 29, 2018 and notice of the
workshop was posted on the IWVGA website (iwvga.org) and published in the Daily
Independent. Members of the Board, PAC, TAC and the public all provided comments on the

1 “De minimis extractor’ means a person who extracts, for domestic purposes, two acre-feet or less per year
(California Water Code Section 10721(e)).
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proposed fee at the workshop.

A
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An_Informational Meeting was scheduled for June 7, 2018 in Inyokern. The primary
purpose of the meeting was to inform private well owners of SGMA and the need for the
Extraction Fee. Notice of the meeting was published in the Daily Independent and the News
Review and posted on the IWVGA website (iwvga.org) and the City’s Facebook page. Notice
was also mailed to approximately 400 well owners advising of the Informational Meeting. Well
over 200 people attended the meeting. As a result of the large number of public attendees, the
Informational Meeting was cancelled due to a lack of available space at the Inyokern Senior
Center. Staff intends to re-notice and hold the Informational Meeting on a date to be determined.

Exempted Pumpers:

While the Board’s approved motion to develop a fee proposal did not identify federal
groundwater extractions, United States Navy (“Navy”) and United States Department of Interior
Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) pumping should be excluded. SGMA exempts federal
agencies from the requirements of SGMA and prohibits the imposition of fees on de minimis
extractors unless regulated pursuant to SGMA.?

Gap Funding Requirement:

As the extraction fee proposal has been refined, budget items and amounts considered
when calculating the needed gap funding have been adjusted and/or added. The following
provides an overview of the items included in the budget and the rationale for adjusting the
amounts after the Board workshop.

Expenditures: As the GSA for the Indian Wells Valley Basin, the IWVGA is required to
adopt a GSP by no later than January 31, 2020. The IWVGA Water Resources Manager
(“WRM”) has estimated that the total cost of developing and adopting the GSP to be about $3.1
million. Additionally, as part of the Proposition 1 grant funding request, the WRM identified
$646,000 in costs for initial projects benefitting Severely Disadvantaged Communities
(“SDAC”). $87,600 has been added to account for the cost of the USGS Recharge Study. The
WRM has identified an additional $435,250 in estimated costs for the WRM’s support of the
IWVGA. IWVGA Administrative Costs of $161,500 are included to fund the hiring of a part-
time General Manager for the GSA. The City of Ridgecrest has or expects to provide $210,466
in services and facilities which are referred to as Reimbursable Costs. Legal Costs which were
estimated at $350,000 have been reduced to $200,000 to account for the fact that much of legal

2 For purposes of this Proposal, any reference to groundwater pumpers excludes de minimis extractors, the Navy
and BLM unless otherwise specified.
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work will continue to be provided as in-kind services by General Members of the GSA. The
remaining $200,000 is estimated legal costs to be incurred by IWVGA Special Counsel (James
Markman) for work on GSP development and an expected validation action. Finally, the 20%
reserve in the amount of $939,070 has been reduced to $222,138$227,268 which is 5% of the
total GSP Development and SDAC Costs ($3,646,000$3,748,600), IWVGA Support Costs
($435,250), IWVGA Administrative Costs ($161,500) and Legal Costs ($200,000). Total
Expenditures have been reduced from $5,844,886 to $4,962,954$5,070:684 resulting in
$881,9327+#4,202 less estimated expenditures.

Revenue: On April 4, 2018, the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”)
announced its final award for the Proposition 1 Grant funding, awarding the IWVGA the full
Proposition 1 grant award of $2,146,000 -- $1.5 million for development of the GSP and
$646,000 for SDAC projects. While the local match requirement for the SDAC projects grant
award may be waived, the GSP development grant award requires a $1.5-million local match. It
is estimated more than two-thirds ($1,061,200$1,157,:360) of the local match requirement can be
achieved with in-kind services and existing investments by parties in the Basin. ThreeTwo
budget items have been added under Revenue to reflect all monies received or expected to be
received by the IWVGA to fund development of the GSA. The Initial General Member Agency
Contribution of $75,000 reflects the $15,000 provided by each of the 5 General Members
pursuant to the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement creating the IWVGA (Section 9.02). The
$500,000 Advance from the Indian Wells Valley Water District (“IWVWD?”) is also included.
On June 11, 2018, the IWVWD Board voted unanimously to defer reimbursement of the
$500,000 and seek reimbursement and/or credit from “future assessments, charges and/or fees
imposed by the Authority” to fund the costs of groundwater management pursuant to SGMA.

Finally, tFhe Proposition 1 Distressed Counties Grant has also been added. The Proposition 1
Distressed Counties Grant total is $250,000 which includes reimbursement for the USGS

Recharge Study and other GSP support costs. Feeaeeeunﬂng—pepeeses—the—tetal—mepeemen—l
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al%eady—aeeeemed—fm—m—the—%peahen—l—emnt—award— These additional Revenue
adjustmentsitems total $728,900245,000 thereby increasing estimated Revenue from $3,303,300

to $3;548:3604,032,200.

The following table summarizes all of these estimated financial impacts resulting in a
total estimated gap funding requirement of $930,754$1,522,384 which the proposed pumping fee
would address.



Budget Items

Estimated Costs

EXPENDITURES

GSP Development and SDAC Costs (Prop 1) $3,646,000$3,748,600
GSP Preparation $3,000,000$3;162,660
Water Conservation and Rebate Program $206,000
Water Audit, Leak Detection, & Leak Repair Program $440,000
USGS Recharge Study $87,600
IWVGA Support Costs $435,250
IWVGA/TAC/PAC Coordination $144,250
Prop 1 Application/Reporting $103,000
Schedule/Budget Management $52,000
Groundwater Pumping Assessment Support $121,500
Database Management Coordination $10,000
CASGEM Coordination $4,500
IWVGA Administrative Costs $161,500
GSA Board Meetings $42,000
Consultant Management and GSP Development $24,500
Financial Management $8,500
Community Outreach $21,000
Budget Development & Administration $12,500
PAC/TAC Meetings $19,000
Travel $6,000
Insurance $15,000
Conferences/Training $3,000
Miscellaneous $10,000
City of Ridgecrest Reimbursable Costs $210,466
Legal Costs $200,000
Reserve $222,138$22+.268
Total Expenditures $4,962,954$5,070,684
REVENUE

Proposition 1 Grant Award $2,146,000
GSP Preparation $1,500,000
Water Conservation and Rebate Program $206,000
Water Audit, Leak Detection, & Leak Repair Program $440,000
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In-kind Services $1,061,200$1,157:300
U.S. Navy/Federal Services $1,001,200$1,097360
IWVWD Services $60,000
Initial General Member Agency Contribution $75,000
IWVWD Advance $500,000
Proposition 1 Distressed Counties Grant $250,000$176:000
Total Revenue $4,032,200$3,548,360
TOTAL GAP FUNDING REQUIRED $930,754$1,522.384

Calculation of Fees:

As previously directed by the Board, the standard volumetric fee would be imposed on
each Groundwater Extractor pumping groundwater and would be based on the amount of
groundwater pumped. Groundwater Extraction Fees would be imposed based on the amount of
groundwater pumped in relation to the funds required to develop and adopt the GSP and the
additional IWVGA expenditures identified above. The initial calculation of a per acre-feet
(“AF”) fee would be based on existing estimates of the aggregate annual groundwater extractions
by Groundwater Extractors._Estimated groundwater pumping for 2016 is 21,600 AF, as reported
to the Indian Wells Valley Cooperative Groundwater Management Group.

Staff recently recommended a Groundwater Extraction Fee of $35 per AF which would
generate $756,000 per year and the expected required Gap Funding of $1,522,384 would be met
in approximately 24 months. However, with the IWVWD’s agreement to defer reimbursement
of the $500,000 until after GSP adoption, the Board has multiple options to consider when
calculating the fee. (1) Keep the Extraction Fee at $35 per AF and terminate the Extraction Fee
when the required Gap Funding of $930,754 is met; or (2) Reduce the Extraction Fee to $25 per
AF and the required Gap Funding of $930,754 should be met in approximately 21 months.
Alternate options may be explored if that is the Board’s desire. See Exhibit 3 of the Data
Package, Determination of Fee. A further noticed public meeting pursuant to Section 10730
would be required to increase the amount of the fee if the Gap Funding requirement increased.

Groundwater Extractors Identification and Well Registration:

Existing Groundwater Extractors who would be charged the proposed fee are being
identified using county records and other available public documents. A list of the Groundwater
Extractors subject to the proposed fee is included in Exhibit 6 of the Data Package, IWV Wells
and Systems which continues to be updated and verified. Once the fee is adopted, all
Groundwater Extraction Facilities within the boundaries of the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater
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Basin (“Basin”) must be registered with the IWVGA Dby the owner or operator no later than
August 20, 20183uly-23,2018. Exception: Groundwater Extraction Facilities that are used
solely by a De Minimis Extractor (less than 2 acre-feet per year for domestic purposes) must
register with the IWVGA no later than October 1, 2018._ Requiring well registration will help
ensure that accurate data is maintained and well owners only pay their fair share of the
Extraction Fee, and no more.

Failure to Register: Groundwater Extraction Facilities are prohibited from pumping
groundwater if they are not registered by the applicable date above and said prohibition shall
continue until the Groundwater Extraction Facility is registered with the IWVGA.

Groundwater Extraction Facilities constructed after August 20, 20183uthy-23,-2018 must
register and must receive registration approval from the Water Resources Manager and must
comply with the all applicable rules and regulations of the Groundwater Extraction Fee prior to
the extraction of any groundwater from the Basin.

Groundwater Extraction Measurement Method:

Effective September 1, 2018August—1—2018, all groundwater extractions from, and
within, the boundaries of the Basin shall be measured in a method approved by the Water
Resources Manager and reported to the IWVGA. In light of this, the IWVGA, through the
WRM, has developed criteria and a procedure for measuring extractions. Exhibit 5 of the Data
Package, Methods to Quantify/Report Groundwater Production, includes a memorandum on
Methods to Quantify/Report Groundwater Production prepared by the WRM with assistance
from the TAC.

Groundwater Extractors shall seek the Water Resources Manager’s method approval
through the submission of an Authority approved form by no later than August 20, 2018Juhy-16;
2018. The Water Resources Manager shall review all method requests and return, with
corrective comment, any that do not meet the Water Resources Manager’s approval. Approved
method requests shall receive an approval notice from the Water Resources Manager. A
Groundwater Extraction Facility may not extract any groundwater from the Basin until it has
received a method approval notice from the Water Resources Manager.

The preferred method for measuring groundwater extractions shall be through a flow
metering device approved by the Water Resources Manager. * A secondary method shall be
through use of electrical records and pump efficiency data. If the above options are not available
the Groundwater Extractor must seek and receive approval from the Water Resources Manager
of an alternative method prior to September 1, 2018August-1,-2018.

Groundwater Extraction Reporting and Fee Payment.

3 The Indian Wells Valley Water District and Searles Valley Minerals have meters installed on their wells. It is not
presently known how many of the other Groundwater Extraction Facilities have meters.
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Commencing on September 1, 2018August-1,-2648 and continuing, on the first day of
each subsequent month, Groundwater Extractors shall read and record the needed data for the
measuring method used by the Groundwater Extraction Facility. By the 10" day of each
calendar month, the Groundwater Extractor shall self-report the needed data from their
Groundwater Extraction Facility on the self-reporting form provided by the IWVGA.
Additionally, the Groundwater Extractor shall simultaneously pay the Groundwater Extraction
Fee provided for on the Form. Payments would be made to the IWVGA. Payments not made
with thirty (30) days of becoming due would be considered delinquent.

If unusual circumstances exist, a Groundwater Extractor may request that their
Groundwater Extraction Facility be placed on a modified reporting and billing schedule
approved by both the IWVGA'’s General Manager and the Water Resources Manager.

Delinquent Accounts:

Water Code Section 10730.6 of SGMA authorizes the IWVGA to collect groundwater
fees imposed pursuant to Section 10730 and provides multiple remedies that the IWVGA may
pursue to collect delinquent accounts. As prescribed by California Water Code section 10730.6,
if the owner and/or operator of a Groundwater Extraction Facility knowingly fails to pay the
Groundwater Extraction Fee within thirty (30) days of it becoming due, it is delinquent and the
owner and/or operator shall be liable to the IWVGA for interest at a rate of one (1) percent per
month on the delinquent amount of the Groundwater Extraction Fee and a ten (10) percent
penalty on the delinquent amount of the Groundwater Extraction Fee.

As an additional remedy, the IWVGA may, after a public hearing, order an owner and/or
operator to cease extraction of groundwater until all delinquent fees, interests and penalties are
paid. In such an instance, the IWVGA shall give notice to the owner and/or operator by certified
mail not less than 15 days in advance of the public hearing.

These above cited rights are additional rights to those rights which the IWVGA may
otherwise be prescribed by law.

Recommended Board Action:

Staff recommends that the Board:

1. Adopt Ordinance No. 02-18 —— Establishing Groundwater Extraction Fees and the Rules,

Requlatlons and Procedures for thelr Imp03|t|onEstabl4sh+ng4he—ReHes—Reg4ﬂaHensrand

3-2.Authorize staff to do all things necessary to implement the Groundwater Extraction Fee.
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Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

Estimated Costs Required to be Funded by Groundwater Pumping Fee

Expenditures
GSP Development and SDAC Costs (Prop 1) $3,646,000
GSP Preparation ™ 53,000,000
Water Conservation and Rebate Program ™ % 5206,000
Water Audit, Leak Detection, and Leak Repair Program ™ % 5440,000
USGS Recharge Study $87,600
IWVGA Support Costs 3 $435,250
IWVGA/TAC/PAC Coordination $144,250
Prop 1 Application/Reporting $103,000
Schedule/Budget Management $52,000
Groundwater Pumping Fee Support $121,500
Database Management Coordination 510,000
CASGEM Coordination 54,500
IWVGA Administrative Costs $161,500
GSA Board Meetings 542,000
Consultant Management and GSP Development 524,500
Financial Management $8,500
Community Outreach $21,000
Budget Development & Admin $12,500
PAC/TAC Meetings 519,000
Travel 56,000
Insurance $15,000
Conferences/Training $3,000
Miscellaneous 510,000
City of Ridgecrest Reimbursable Costs $210,466
Legal Costs > $200,000
Reserve ¢ $222,138
Total Expenditures $4,962,954
0 |
Revenue
Proposition 1 GSP Grant Award ™ 7/ $2,146,000
GSP Preparation 51,500,000
Water Conservation and Rebate Program 5206,000
Water Audit, Leak Detection, and Leak Repair Program 5440,000
In-kind Services $1,061,200
U.S Navy/Searles Valley Minerals/Federal Services 1 & 51,001,200
IWVWD/City of Ridgecrest Services ™ °4 $60,000
Member Agency Contributions $75,000
IWVWD Advance '°/ $500,000
Proposition 1 Distressed Counties Grant "™ $250,000
Total Revenue $4,032,200




Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority
1] From Resubmitted Prop 1 Grant Application. See Exhibit 2 supporting attachments for budget tables from
Prop 1 Grant Application.
2] The Water Conservation and Rebate Program ($206,000) and Water Audit, Leak Detection, and Leak Repair

Program (S440,000) together are collectively referred to as the SDAC Groundwater Conservation Pilot Project
for a total of $646,000.

3] Additional IWVGA support costs not eligible for Prop 1 Grant. See Exhibit 2 supporting attachments for
description of costs.

4] Reimbursable costs include legal, IT support, and building usage costs. See Exhibit 2 supporting
attachments for description of costs.

5] Legal costs anticipated to be incurred by IWVGA Special Counsel for work on GSP development and an
anticipated validation action.

6] Reserve is 5% of the total of GSP Development and SDAC Costs ($3,646,000), IWVGA Support Costs
(5435,250), IWVGA Administrative Costs (5161,500), and Legal Costs ($200,000).

7] Grant award amounts are consistent with DWR's Prop 1 Final Funding Recommendations. See Exhibit 2
supporting attachments.

8] Federal services include numerical modeling and monitoring well installation.

9] IWVWD/Ridgecrest services include development of the Salt and Nutrient Management Plan.

10] The IWVWD Board has voted to defer reimbursement of the $500,000 and seek reimbursement and/or
credit from “future assessments, charges and/or fees imposed by the Authority” to fund the costs of
groundwater management pursuant to SGMA.

11] The Prop 1 Distressed Counties Grant total includes reimbursement for the USGS Recharge Study and
other GSP support costs.



Excerpt from Resubmitted Prop 1 Application

Table 5 - Proposal Budget

Proposal Title: Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin - Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development and SDAC Groundwater

Conservation Pilot Project

Sividual Proi " > (@) — Sh(b) — © (d) (e

Individual Project Title Grai?f;t:unt osgtatealr:i.ndon- Otgira?:st Total Cost % Cost Share
1 'S”l:jsif;:;’si'l';yvsgiygvo:lggvn:aeftﬂBasm‘Gm“”dwater $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $0 $3,000,000 50%
Proposal Total $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $0 $3,000,000 50%

1. Sources of funding from the IWVGA (including Kern County, Inyo County, San Bernardino County, Indian Wells Valley Water District, and City of Ridgecrest),
Searles Valley Minerals, Bureau of Land Management, and from the U.S. Navy. A breakdown of funding sources is provided in Table 4.




Excerpt from Resubmitted Prop 1 Application

Table 4 - Project Budget

Proposal Title: Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin - Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development and SDAC Groundwater Conservation

Pilot Project

Project Title: Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin - Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development

Project serves a need of a DAC?: Yes [INo
Cost Share Waiver Request?: Yes [ INo
(@) (b) (©) (d)
Task Requested Grant Cost Share: Non-State
asks d Other Cost Share Total Cost
Amount Fund Source
Objective 1
1 |Task 1 - Model Development $304,207 $710,793 $0 $1,015,000
Task 1a - Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model $23,756.51 $7,0431 $0 $30,800
Task 1b - Numerical Groundwater Model
(Basin Model Updates, Sustainable Management Scenarios, Transport Modeling, $280,450.28 $83,150 1 $0 $363,600
Land Subsidence Evaluation, Safe Yield Review)
Previous and Ongoing Model Development In-Kind Services $0 $620,600 2 $0 $620,600
2 |Task 2 - Salt and Nutrient Management Plan Development $20,000 $60,000 3 $0 $80,000
Task 2a - Loading Analysis (Existing) $0 $30,000 $0 $30,000
Task 2b - Mixing Model Development (Existing) $0 $30,000 $0 $30,000
Task 2c¢ - Reporting and Coordination $20,000 $0 $0 $20,000




(@) (b) © (d)
Tasks Requested Grant Cost Share: Non-State
d Other Cost Share Total Cost
Amount Fund Source
Objective 2
Task 3 - Data Management System $238,105 $70,595 ¢ $0 $308,700
Task 3a - Establish Monitoring Protocols and Reporting Standards $23,833.65 $7,066 $0 $30,900
Task 3b- Populate Database with Historical Data $41,805.29 $12,395 $0 $54,200
Task 3c - Install Transducers and Telemetry Equipment $138,605.38 $41,095 $0 $179,700
Task 3d - Integrate GSP Goals and Objectives - Adaptive Management $33,860.75 $10,039 $0 $43,900
Task 4 - Identify and Evaluate Hydrogeologic Data Gaps $51,447 $15,253 ¢ $0 $66,700
Task 4a - Review Existing Model and Monitoring Network $32,703.77 $9,696 $0 $42,400
Task 4b - Identification and Prioritization of Data Gaps $18,742.96 $5,557 $0 $24,300
Task 5 - Monitoring Wells $129,118 $418,882 $0 $548,000
Task 5a - Design and Location Siting $10,567.02 $3,133 1 $0 $13,700
Task 5b - Work Plan and Well Construction
$0 $373,400 4 $0 $373,400
$76,283.09 $22,617 1 $0 $98,900
Task 5c¢ - Collection of Monitoring Well Data
$0 $7,200 4 $0 $7,200
$42,268.08 $12,532 1 $0 $54,800




(@) (b) © (d)
Tasks Requested Grant Cost Share: Non-State
d Other Cost Share Total Cost
Amount Fund Source
Task 6 - Stream Gages $70,807 $20,993 * $0 $91,800
Task 6a - Hydrologic Analysis $12,418.18 $3,682 $0 $16,100
Task 6b - Design and Location Siting $23,062.33 $6,838 $0 $29,900
Task 6¢ - Equipment Purchase, Installation, and Testing $35,326.25 $10,474 $0 $45,800
Task 7 - Weather Stations $52,758 $15,642 1 $0 $68,400
Task 7a - Design and Location Siting $12,572.44 $3,728 $0 $16,300
Task 7b - Equipment Purchase $22,676.67 $6,723 $0 $29,400
Task 7c - Installation and Testing $17,508.86 $5,191 $0 $22,700
Task 8 - Water Quality and Stable Isotope Sampling and Analysis $83,842 $24,858 * $0 $108,700
Task 8a - Surface and Groundwater Sampling $62,862.21 $18,638 $0 $81,500
Task 8b - Perform Geochemical Reaction and Transport Analysis $20,979.78 $6,220 $0 $27,200
Task 9 - Aquifer Tests $132,898 $39,402 * $0 $172,300
Task 9a - Prepare Aquifer Test Work Plan $27,844.49 $8,256 $0 $36,100
Task 9b - Perform Aquifer Testing $105,053.16 $31,147 $0 $136,200




(@) (b) © (d)
Tasks Requested Grant Cost Share: Non-State
q Other Cost Share Total Cost
Amount Fund Source
Objective 3
10 |Task 10 - Alternative Water/Conservation Study $134,980 $40,020 ¢ $0 $175,000
Task 10a - Evaluate Alternative Water Sources and Conservation $57,848.66 $17,151 $0 $75,000
Task 10b - Evaluate Water Banking Alternatives and Extraction Schedule $19,282.89 $5,717 $0 $25,000
Task 10c - Evaluate Infrastructure Requirements $19,282.89 $5,717 $0 $25,000
Task 10d - Prepare Technical Memorandum $38,565.77 $11,434 $0 $50,000
11 |Task 11 - Recycled Water Study $47,050 $13,950 ¢ $0 $61,000
Task 11a - Existing Supply and Demand Analysis $5,090.68 $1,509 $0 $6,600
Task 11b - Identify Existing Recycled Water Infrastructure and Users $4,627.89 $1,372 $0 $6,000
Task 11c - Review Regulatory and Institutional Requirements $2,622.47 $778 $0 $3,400
Task 11d - Identify and Evaluate Potential Recycled Water Users $15,426.31 $4,574 $0 $20,000
Task 11e - Prepare Technical Memorandum $19,282.89 $5,717 $0 $25,000




@ (b) (c) (d)
Tasks Requested Grant Cost Share: Non-State
d Other Cost Share Total Cost
Amount Fund Source
Objective 4
12 |Task 12 - GSP Development and Compilation $234,788 $69,612 * $0 $304,400

Task 12a - Prepare Executive Summary Chapter $694.18 $206 $0 $900
Task 12b - Prepare Introduction Chapter $925.58 $274 $0 $1,200
Task 12c -Prepare Plan Area and Basin Setting Chapter $12,495.31 $3,705 $0 $16,200
Task 12d - Prepare Sustainable Management Criteria Chapter $23,139.46 $6,861 $0 $30,000
Task 12e - Prepare Projects and Management Actions to Achieve Sustainability $38,565.77 $11,434 $0 $50,000
Goal Chapter
Task 12f - Prepare Plan Implementation Chapter $26,996.04 $8,004 $0 $35,000
Task 12g- Prepare References and Technical Studies Chapter $1,542.63 $457 $0 $2,000
Task 12h - Develop Draft and Final GSP $24,142.17 $7,158 $0 $31,300
Task 12i - Project Management $57,694.39 $17,106 $0 $74,800
Task 12j - Stakeholder/DWR Coordination $48,592.87 $14,407 $0 $63,000

Grand Total (Tasks 1-12) $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $0 $3,000,000

Notes

1. Funding Source: IWVGA

2. Funding Source: US Navy

3. Funding Source: City of Ridgecrest and IWVWD

4. Funding Source: US Navy, Bureau of Land Management, and Searles Valley Minerals
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Cat1Map ID

Final Awards

2017 Groundwater Sustainability Plans and Projects Solicitation

Grantee

April 2018

Project Title

Category 1

Grant
Award®

Category 2

Grant
Award

Arroyo Santa Rosa Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Arroyo Santa Rosa Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 177,081 ] s 177,081
B | 20 |Asian Business Institute Resource Center Southeast Asian Groundwater and Sustainability Advocacy and Outreach Program S 400,000 $ - S 400,000
Atascadero Mutual Water Co. 2017 Atascadero Basin Sustainable Groundwater Proposal S - S 809,250 $ 809,250
Bear Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Bear Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 177,000 $ 177,000
Bedford-Coldwater Sub-basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Bedford-Coldwater Sub-basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Proposal S - $ 1,000,000 $ 1,000,000
18 |Big Bear Lake Department of Water and Power Basin Resiliency Sawmill Well Pumping Plant Project S 782,298 | $ - S 782,298
9 |Biola Community Services District Biola Groundwater Recharge Project S 705,000 | $ - S 705,000
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Devel t for the Vina, East Butte, West Butte and
Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation roundwater sustainabl I, ¥ Flan Development for the Vina, tast Butte, West Butte an S - S 1,498,800| $ 1,498,800
Wyandotte Creek Subbasins
Castaic Lake Water Agency Santa.CIarita Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency 2017 Sustainable Groundwater $ ) S 416,106 | $ 416,106
Planning Grant Program Category 2 Proposal
City of Brentwood Tracy Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development Prop 1 Proposal S - $  1,000,000| $ 1,000,000
City of Corona Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant For the City of Corona Temescal Subbasin S - S 732,338] $ 732,338
City of Modesto Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant for the Modesto Groundwater Subbasin S - $  1,000,000] $ 1,000,000
C City of Paso Robles Paso Robles Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - $ 1,500,000] s 1,500,000
City of Redding EAGSA Enterprise and Anderson Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 983,230| $ 983,230
City of San Diego - Public Utilities Department Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the San Pasqual Valley Groundwater Basin S - S 989,550 | $ 989,550
Colusa Groundwater Authority Colusa Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 1,000,000] s 1,000,000
10 Community Water Center Facmtate. Participation of Sev.erelly Disadvantaged C-o.mmunlty Stakeholders In The Tulare s 614,353 | $ ) s 614,353
Lake Basin And Develop A Drinking Water Vulnerability Tool
County of Glenn Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development in the Corning Subbasin S 999,980 $ 999,980
C | 6 |County of San Diego San Diego County GSP Development $ 1,000,000 $ 2,000,000]$ 3,000,000
County of San Luis Obispo 2017 County of San Luis Obispo Sustainable Groundwater Proposal S - S 1,397,125] S 1,397,125
C | 3 Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability S 648,124 | S 1,500,000 | $ 2,148,124
Del Norte County Smith River Plain Groundwater Basin GSP S - S 250,000] $ 250,000
East Bay Municipal Utility District East Bay Plain Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - $  1,000,000]| $ 1,000,000
C Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority Eastern San Joaquin Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Grant S - $ 1,500,000] s 1,500,000
Elsi Valley G dwater Sustainability A G dwater Sustainability Planni
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District sinore Vafley roundwater sustainabliity Agency broundwater sustainablliity Flanning - ¢ - |s 1,000000]3 1,000,000
Grant Proposal
Fillmore Piru GSA Fillmore and Piru Basins Groundwater Sustainability Plans S - $ 1,500,000] s 1,500,000
7 |Freshwater Trust Engaging Severely P|saqyantaged Communities in the Development of the Solano Subbasin s 490,000 | $ ) s 490,000
Groundwater Sustainability Plan
C | 13 Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority Indian Wells Valley Groundwa.ter B:.ﬂsm - Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development and 646,000 [$ 1,500,000 $ 2,146,000
SDAC Groundwater Conservation Pilot Project
Inyo-Water Department, County of Groundwater Sustainability Planning for the Owens Valley Groundwater Basin S - S 713,155] $ 713,155
C Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency Kern County Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Support - 2017 Grant Application S 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
Lassen County Big Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 999,185] $ 999,185
14 |Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability Partnering for Equitable Groundwater S 758,000 | $ - S 758,000
15 Linda County Water District Llnda‘Cou.n‘ty Water- District-Well 17 Project Funding Application Groundwater s 999,500 | $ ) s 999,500
Sustainability Planning Grant Program Proposal
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 37, Acton Fringe Area Antelope Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 300,000 | $ 300,000
L Tule Ri Irrigation District G dwater Sustainabl
c A‘;‘;":Zy ule Riverrrigation Listrict broundwater sustainable 1 wer Tule River Irrigation District GSA, SGWP Planning Grant $ - |s 1500000]3 1,500,000
G dwater Monitoring Well Installati d GSP Devel t For The Chowchill
C | 16 |Madera County Water and Natural Resources sggizsi:la ervionitoring Well Instaflation an cevelopment For The Lhowchilia $ 1,000,000 $ 1,500,000 $ 2,500,000
C | 11 \Madera County Water and Natural Resources Groundwater Monitoring Well Installation and GSP Development for the Madera Subbasin | $ 1,000,000 $ 1,500,000 | $ 2,500,000
Marina Coast Water District Monterey Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 1,000,000] s 1,000,000
Mendocino County Water Agency Phase 2 of the Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 764,255] $ 764,255
C | 1 |Merced Irrigation District 2017 Merced Groundwater Subbasin Sustainability S 901,261 |$ 1,500,000 $ 2,401,261
C Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency Kaweah Sub-Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plans Development S - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
C Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency Tulare Lake Subbasin GSP Development and SGMA Compliance Project S - $ 1,500,000 | $ 1,500,000
Mound Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Mound Basin GSA and GSP S - S 758,100 $ 758,100
North Cal-N R C ti d Devel t
2 C;’;nc” alnce"a esource tonservation and Bevelopmen Big Valley GSP Monitoring and Data Development s 782,344 % - ]s 782,344
C North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency Kings Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plans S - $ 1,500,000 | $ 1,500,000
Padre Dam Municipal Water District San Diego River Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development Proposal S - S 600,000 | $ 600,000
Cc,D Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency Pajaro Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - $ 1,500,000 | $ 1,500,000
Petaluma Valley GSA Petaluma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 1,000,000]$ 1,000,000
. Development of the South American Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Bulletin
D S to Central G dwater Authorit - 970,693 970,693
acramento Central Groundwater Authority 118 Subbasin NO. 5-21.65) S S S
Sacramento Groundwater Authority North American Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 994,276 | $ 994,276
C Salinas Valley Basin Ground Water Sustainability Agency Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
San Antonio Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency San Antonio Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 300,000 | $ 300,000
San Benito County Water District Sustamab!e Groundwater PIannlngQrant for GSP Preparation: Bolsa, Hollister, and San s ) S 830,336 | ¢ 830,336
Juan Bautista Groundwater Subbasins
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District Yucaipa Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 815,100| $ 815,100
4 San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 2017 Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant for the San Gorgonio Pass Subbasin $ 1,000,000 |$ 1,000,000] S 2,000,000
C Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency Santa Margarita Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - $  1,000,000| $ 1,000,000
Santa Rosa Plain GSA Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 1,000,000]|$ 1,000,000
Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District Santa Ynez River Valley Basin GSP Planning and Preparation S - S 1,000,000] $ 1,000,000
8 |Self-Help Enterprises Self-Help Enterprises - SDACs Project S 1,000,000 | $ - S 1,000,000
19 |Shasta Valley Resource Conservation District Groundwater Monitoring Implementation Program for the Shasta Valley GSA S 976,884 | $ - S 976,884
Siskiyou County Flood Control and Water Conservation District  |Development S - S 1,367,000] $ 1,367,000
Solano Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency Solano Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - $  1,000,000| $ 1,000,000
Sonoma Valley GSA Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 1,000,000]|$ 1,000,000
Establishi G dwater Sustainability Pl dG Structure for the C
Southeast Sacramento County Agricultural Water Authority stablishing a Broun Wa ersustainability Flan and bovernance structure for the tosumnes S - S 1,000,000| $ 1,000,000
Groundwater Sub Basin
D Sutter County Development Services Sutter Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 956,814 $ 956,814
Tehama County Flood Control & Water Conservation District Tehama County Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development Grant Application S - S 1,498,960 S 1,498,960
12 |The Nature Conservancy Demonstrating Multi-Benefit On-Farm Managed Aquifer Recharge in the Central Valley S 300,000 | $ - S 300,000
Tulelake Irrigation District Protect.lng Our Groundwater Resource: Securing a Sustainable Future for the Tule Lake s ) S 721120 8 721,120
Subbasin
Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency Upper Ventura River Basin GSA and GSP S - S 630,061 $ 630,061
Walnut Valley Water District Spadra Groundwater Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 338,500 | $ 338,500
C | 17 \West Stanislaus ID 2017 Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant for the Delta-Mendota Subbasin $ 1,178,500 $ 1,500,000 $ 2,678,500
West Turlock Subbasin GSA Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grant for the Turlock Groundwater Subbasin S - $ 1,000,000 $ 1,000,000
Western Municipal Water District Riverside-Arlington Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan S - S 130,000 | s 130,000
G dwater Monitoring Well Installation Project and G dwater Sustainability PI
¢ | s |Westlands Water District roundwater Monitoring .e nsta a'|on roject and Groundwater Sustainability Plan s 1,000000|s 1500000 2,500,000
Development for the Westside Subbasin
White Wolf Groundwater Sustainability Agency White Wolf Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development S - S 557,998 | $ 557,998
Yolo County Flood Control and water Conservation District Yolo Subbasin - GSP Planning and Preparation S - S 1,000,000]|$ 1,000,000
Yuba County Water Agency Groundwater Sustainability Plans for the North Yuba Subbasin and South Yuba Subbasin S - S 893,948 $ 893,948
$ 16,182,264 $ 69,569,961 $ 85,752,225
A All Category 1 Projects: Grantee shall obtain written (i.e., letter) approval of proposed scope of work from GSA, of respective basin/GSP where project is located in, prior to execution of Grant Agreement.
B Recommended funding less than requested due to recalculation of Direct Project Administration (DPA) Costs.
C Critically Over-Draft Basin included in application
D Applicant submitted an Alternative Plan to DWR for review.



City of Ridgecrest Kern County Inyo County San Bernardino County Indian Wells Valley Water District

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Exhibit 3: Determination of Fee

Supporting Attachments

e IWVGA Groundwater Production Rates — 1975 through Present
e Letter to Kern County Board of Supervisors from Indian Wells Valley Farmers Group

Groundwater Extraction Fee

Data Package



Determination of the Groundwater Pumping Fee

Gap Ff.lndi:\g Fee Period |Annual Pumping M.onthly . Fee ($/AF) ™
Required ™ (Months) (AFY) Pumping (AF) %
Option 1 $930,754 15 21,600 1,800 $35
Option 2 $930,754 21 21,600 1,800 $25

AFY = acre-feet per year
AF = acre-feet

[1] See Exhibit 2 for determination of Gap Funding Required.
[2] Monthly pumping is annual pumping (21,600 AFY) divided by twelve months.

[3] Fee Rate is the Gap Funding required ($930,754) divided by Fee Period divided by Monthly Pumping (1,800 AF).
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IWV Farmers Group
PO Box 1436
Inyokern, CA. 93527
March 4, 2014
Elalne Mead
760-382-7260

Mr. Mick Gleason

Supervisor, First District
County of Kern

1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5th Floor
Bakersfield, CA. 93301

Dear Supervisor Gleason,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the Board and the Planning Department for allowing us
the opportunity make comments concerning the “Indian Wells Valley Resource Opportunity Plan: Water
Availability and Conservation Report”.

Let me start by saying we do not represent all of the agricultural interest in the Indian Wells Valley, but we
do represent a high percentage of developed ag property. We have reviewed and studied the report, and
have real concerns with the accuracy of the data and conclusions.

It is not our intent to engage in a discussion concerning the “Open or Closed” basin theories, nor is it our
intent to address the issues of overdraft. We would like to bring to the attention of the Board what we feel
are voids, discrepancies or misstatements of data and/or facts, which we feel makes the picture of the
“water crises” not nearly as dire as concluded in the report. By understanding that the situation is not as
bleak as presented, it allows the luxury of taking time to proceed with caution to make sure that any-future
restrictions on property owners are reasonable so that the loss of the use of the property is minimalized.

¢ Incorrect Assumptions: The projections done by Todd Engineers on Figure 15, “Potentially Irrigated
Cropland”, and Figure 16, “Historical and Projected Groundwater Production, 1940 — 2050”, contain
the assumption of 25,500 acres will be developed into Pistachio orchards is absurd. There was no
consideration given to these properties other than the fact that the county has them in an A zone
category of some degree. (A, A1, A1-MH, etc.) If field observations were made, as stated in the report,
it would have been obvious that not all the properties are suitable for farming of any type. The only
purpose this assumption serves Is to incite misunderstandings, fear, confusion and bad feelings
amongst the different groups of water users. The projections of future water demands made by the
assumption should be disregarded by the Board of Supervisors.

¢ Figure 17, “Water Level in a Domestic Well Near New Agricultural Pumping” was used to show a drastic
decline in water table in the area north of Inyokern. Without notations of how and when the levels were
checked, it leads the reader to assume the water level has déclined 5§ %2’ in 2 years, but since the
measurements were taken while a large irrigation well was being operated approximately 4200'+/-
away from that well, that leaves a lot of room to dispute this chart and its implications. Another well
located approximately 1600°+/- from the well used in Figure 17, that is being monitored by the KCWA
{using a transducer which takes and records a reading every 4 hours), for the period of 4-16-13 to 9-6-

13 showed a drop of .967".

¢+ Concerning long-term trends in static water levels, some important data that was not included. A piece
of information, from the IWV Water District’s files, the Neal Ranch well #3, in the northwest ag area,
drilled in 1976 shows a drop in static level of 10°4” from 1976 to 2007, a span of 31 years, a 4 inch per
year drop in well water levels versus the 1-2 feet per year stated in the report. This is just one example
of opposing data that is availabls, if you take the time to check available information of all types.

+ Economic Injury: Reference to “Pistachlo orchards” in such a negative way as is depicted in this report
is damaging to this young agricultural industry, which has a low water use, high dollar crops and high
tax revenue for the county. This negative approach will affect the ability to obtain financing in our area,
not just in the agricultural industry but other real estate financing aspects.
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+ The planted acres and water use were inaccurately quoted in the report. The following is the current
and planned acreages.and their water demands. Currently there are 1850 pianted acres (in various
stages from new plantings to mature trees) by the following growers which last year (2013) used
approximately 2979 AF of water. When all acreage planned to be planted by these growers is
completed there will be 2270 acres with and estimated water usage of approximately 9833 AF/y once all
trees reach maturity.

NET PLANTED ACRES WATER USAGE
**Grower** Current Acres Buildout Acres 2013 At Maturi
¢ Siorra Shadows Ranch-Conaway 168 ac 258 ac 373 Afly 1032 AFly
¢ Amber Glow Ranch - Pat Davis 12 ac 12 ac 48 AFly 48 AFty
¢ Art Hickle 17 ac 17 ac 85 AFly 85 AFly
¢ Max Hovaten 80 ac 100 ac 480 AFly 600 AFly
¢ Simmons Alfalfa Ranch-Simmons 133 ac 133 ac 918 AFly 918 AFly
¢ Mojave Pistachjo*-Stiefvater 1300 ac 1600 ac 325 AFly €400 AFly
¢ Quist Farms-Pat Quist 140 ac 150 ac 760 AFly 750 AFly
Total 1850 ac 2270 ac 2979 AFy 9833 AFy

*Mojn‘ve Pistachio has done a conversion of use on 120acres of alfalfa (with a water use of 1000AFly) to pistachio; this conversion waa
not addreased in the report See Mojave Pistachio Statement date Fab. 12, 2014 in your Board package.

¢ Recharge: The Report estimates that average yearly recharge off the east slope of the Sierras into the
Indian Wells Valley is less than 5,000 acre-feet per year. Another recent report by Brown Caldwell
states 9,000 to 11,000 acre-feet per year, a large difference of 5,000 acre-feet per year. We believe the
higher number is closer to actual recharge in that creeks after three years of drought are currently
flowing in some of the many cariyons draining into the IWV. The report made no actual ocbservations,
just theorettcal calculations. The report should show the range of estimated recharge from all areas
from all reports, as there are sighificant differences between reports. The Report’s author chose the
lowest recharge amount of any report.

¢ Concemns and questions we have:
Will Kern County:

1. Move too fast to collect and review additional information that may contradict this report?

2. Make decisions using incomplete or faulty data or statements?

3. Take measures that will change existing practices or conditions prior to full review and
comment on any of those specific changes.

4. Make zoning changes that may affect current plans of expansion on some existing ag endeavors

5. Restrict the ability of any IWV water userto obtain permits to drill new and/or replacement wells
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City of Ridgecrest Kern County Inyo County San Bernardino County Indian Wells Valley Water District

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Exhibit 4: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Schedule

Groundwater Extraction Fee

Data Package
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City of Ridgecrest Kern County Inyo County San Bernardino County Indian Wells Valley Water District

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Exhibit 5: Methods to Quantify/Report Groundwater
Production

Groundwater Extraction Fee

Data Package



Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

Methods to Quantify/Report Groundwater Production

The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (GA) is considering the adoption of a
“‘groundwater pumping fee”, under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), and California Water Code Division 6 Part 2.74 Chapter 8 Section 10730. The
GA Board has set a GA Board meeting and public workshop to publicly discuss the
planned groundwater pumping fee.

In order to levy this fee, the GA must collect information on active wells within the Indian
Wells Valley groundwater basin and collect information on the quantity of water pumped
from each relevant well. SGMA provides that wells pumping two (2) acre-feet per year of
water or less are considered “de minimis” pumping and will not be subject to this fee (one
acre-foot per year is approximately equivalent to 900 gallons per day). In addition, since
SGMA is a state-mandated regulation, it is not enforceable upon federal agencies.
Accordingly, any pumping by the United States Navy and the U.S. Department of Interior
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is excluded from this fee.

Quantify/Reporting Groundwater Pumping

The accuracy and completeness of groundwater pumping information within the Indian
Wells Valley groundwater basin is extremely important to the GA’s mandate to manage

groundwater supplies. The GA strongly recommends that all wells owners within the

basin install and maintain accurate water meters on the discharge of all wells.
When the GA adopts a DWR-approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the

basin, the GA will be in a position to require accurate water meters be installed and

maintained on all wells. This requirement is expected to be established during 2020.



It is anticipated the Board will consider adopting this fee at its June 2018 Board meeting.
If adopted at the June 2018 Board meeting, the first month of groundwater pumping

subject to the groundwater pumping fee would be August 2018.

The GA staff is collecting information on all wells within the basin and associated
groundwater pumping. The most current list of wells and water systems potentially
subject to the groundwater pumping fee is provided in Exhibit 6. The GA staff will continue

to update the well and water system listing to make it complete and accurate.

For basin wells with meters, well owners would submit production data to the GA. For
basin wells subject to fees without accurate water meters, the monthly groundwater
production must be determined using “alternative methods for reporting groundwater
pumping”. For wells without accurate water meters, the following alternative methods
may be employed by the GA staff to determine monthly groundwater pumping for GA fee

pumpers:

1. Electric Power Use. The well, or wells, must have dedicated electric power meters
for the well, or wells (no other power use associated with electric meters). The
well owner will provide monthly electric power use for each and a wells served by
the electric meter. The GA staff will convert electronic power use to acre-feet of
water pumped for GA fee purposes. (Similar procedure for wells powered by other
sources.)

2. Agricultural Use Estimates. For agricultural-use estimates, the well owner must
identify all wells used for agricultural irrigation. The well owner must provide
accurate agricultural acreage and type of agriculture. The GA staff will use this
agricultural information to estimate annual and monthly groundwater pumping.
The methods and references used by the GA staff will be provided to the well
owner.

3. Comparable Use to Metered Well(s). The GA staff will consider using groundwater
pumping information from “metered” wells, for “comparable” uses from “non-

measured” wells, based upon the GA staff's determination of comparability.



Well owners with “non-metered” wells are reminded that if there is dispute with GA staff
regarding water use estimates using “alternative methods”, the well owner can elect to
install an accurate water meter on their well. The GA will provide assistance to the extent
it is capable.

J:\2652 IWVGA\14 - Assessment Support\revised_data_package\Revised_Methods_to_Quantify.docx



City of Ridgecrest Kern County Inyo County San Bernardino County Indian Wells Valley Water District

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Exhibit 6: Listing of IWV Wells and Water Systems

(As of May 31, 2018. Listing updated periodically as needed.)

Groundwater Extraction Fee

Data Package
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